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STRENGTH IN CHRIST  Philippians 4:4-13 

 

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let 

your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious 

about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, 

which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is 

noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 

whatever is admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – 

think about such things. Whatever you have learned or received or 

heard from me, or seen in me – put it into practice. And the God of 

peace will be with you. I rejoice greatly in the Lord that you have 

renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you have been concerned, but 

you had no opportunity to show it. I am not saying this because I am in 

need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I 

know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I 

have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, 

whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can 

do everything through him who gives me strength. 

 

MATURE IN CHRIST Ephesians 4:11-16 

 

It was He who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to 

be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s 

people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 

until we all reach unity in faith and in the knowledge of the Son of 

God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness 

of Christ. Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by 

the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by 

the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. Instead, 

speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who 

is the Head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held 

together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in 

love, as each part does its work. 
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THE SCROLL AND THE LAMB  Revelations 5 

 

Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll 

with writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals. And I saw a 

mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, “Who is worthy to break the 

seals and open the scroll?” But no one in heaven or on earth or under the 

earth could open the scroll or even look inside it. I wept and wept 

because no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look 

inside. Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of 

the tribe of Judah, the root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open 

the scroll and it’s seven seals. 

 Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in 

the center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the 

elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of 

God sent out into all the earth. He came and took the scroll from the 

right hand of him who sat on the throne. And when he had taken it, the 

four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the 

Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of 

incense, which are the prayers of the saints. And they sang a new song. 

   

“You are worthy to take the scroll 

    and to open its seals, 

    because you were slain, 

    and with your blood you 

    purchased men for God 

    from every tribe and language 

    and people and nation. 

    You have made them to be a  

    kingdom and priests to 

    serve our God, 

    and they will reign on the earth.” 

 

Then I looked and heard the voices of many angels, numbering 

thousands upon thousands and ten thousands times ten thousand. They  
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THE SCROLL AND THE LAMB (continued) 

 

encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. In a loud 

voice they sang: 

 

  “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 

     to receive power and wealth and wisdom 

   and strength and honor and glory and praise!” 

 

 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under 

the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing: 

 

  “ To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 

     be praise and honor and glory and power, 

     for ever and ever!” 

 

 The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell 

down and worshipped. 

 

PARABLE OF THE PHARISEE AND THE TAX COLLECTOR 

Luke 18:9-14 

 

 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and 

looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: 

 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 

the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood up and prayed about 

himself: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men – robbers, 

evildoers, adulterers, - or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a 

week and give a tenth of all I get.’ But the tax collector stood at a 

distance.  He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and 

said, ‘God have mercy on me , a sinner.’ I tell you that this man, rather 

than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who 

exults himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be 

exulted.” 
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THE RICH YOUNG RULER      Luke 18:18-30 

 

A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit 

eternal life?” “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is 

good - except God alone. You know the commandments: do not commit 

adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor 

you father and mother.” 

 And he said, :All these I have kept since I was a boy,” he said. 

So when Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell 

everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 

heaven; and come, follow me.” 

 When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was a man 

of great wealth. Jesus looked at him and said, “How hard it is for the rich 

to enter the kingdom of God! Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go 

through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 

God.” Those who heard this asked, “Who then can be saved?” Jesus 

replied, “what is impossible with men is possible with God.” Peter said 

to him, “We have left all we had to follow you!” “I tell you the truth,” 

Jesus said to them, “Anyone who has left home or wife or brothers or 

parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God will receive many 

times as much in this age and, in the age to come, eternal life.” 

 

GOD’S KNOWLEDGE OF ME 

 

PART ONE   Psalm 139:1-10 

  

 O Lord, you have searched me and you know me. You know 

when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. You 

discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my 

ways. Before a word is in my tongue you know it completely, O Lord. 

You hem me in behind and before; you have laid your hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain.  

Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? 

If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, 

you are there. If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side 
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GOD’S KNOWLEDGE OF ME 

 

PART ONE   Psalm 139:1-10   (continued) 

 

of the sea, even there you hand will guide me, your right hand will 

hold me fast. 

 

GOD’S KNOWLEDGE OF ME 

 

PART TWO   Psalm 139:11-18, 23-24 

 

 If I say “surely the darkness will hide me and the light become 

night around me,” even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night 

will shine like the day, for the darkness is as light to you. For you 

created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works 

are wonderful, I know that full well. My frame was not hidden from 

you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together 

in the depths of the earth, your eyes saw my unformed body. All the 

days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them 

came to be. How precious to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast 

is the sum of them! Were I to count them, they would outnumber the 

grains of sand. When I awake, I am still with you. Search me, O God, 

and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if 

there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 

 


