
TRANSFORMED
u,err tf yt ng f houghL s o f
*rtc tde - vo Lce s u rgtng me

E,o jtrmp off vclr:anLc P*aket
hi,gh hxtldtr\gs , or [o dr {.ve
of f br tdge s ' To stLence uhe
vo I,c€ I r I agal'n btrrn ed Bo

ps)tchlatrtst,s and [o PaYchr-
la r,r lc drugs ' Cne daY nY
c razy roouma re tle<I shee B s

t, oge [, her and tnr rrg ht tm e el f
ouu of [he wlndo!{' I we s
S"tvtrrg l,n a n igh hnare , end
rm on I u 8e E u Lng be ef,er - When

I f ound oLru U'hs E the doc Lor s
we r e golng Eo c snnl t, me Lo

the 6Eaue men[al hoepl 881. I I
go t desperaue enough E,o see
a Chrl eBLan pB ychLa u,rlst . Ag

bhi s nan shar ed ec riPnu res
and nlnls[,ered Eo E€, I tras
lL f red out, o f mY d ePr ession .

$hor tly rherea f ter , he
re,leased EBe and I f lew t'o
Cal,I fornls to }r ln mY bro*
Eher,

lfy younger brocher , [Il.ctr
arC , hd found Je sus snd was
eqger Eo share hl s fal fh. I
burned uo htm a couPle of
Bln€sr buL each u,{me, I wag

$o f tlled wlrh convlculon,
E,haL I had fo leave.

I go g on a Plane headed
eaeE, back to r.{rere al"l xny

mes s had begun s even Years
ago . W rrslnd f,l"ew bsck a 8

we,I"L , rec aLltng all. thau I
had gone Bhtough* I BhoughL,
"Flan , lf sme f htng drasu ic
doesa| c chenge mY Ltfe FootlD
I I 11 ertnd up r tghL where I
s Eer red ' I began hhJ"nlctng
abou[ s,11 of the peoPle who

had shared Je sr s trt Lh me :

[he doc Bors , nny bro f hers t
snd my g randmo f her , who t*8 s

f, real prayer warr{.or .

trookl"ng ouE rhe rsl ndow a I
Godr s magnl f I'cenL, creaBlon t
I c oul dnt t, hel P bu E bel leve
ln ttfun. However , I u,houghr t

"I feel so enpuy lnstde. No-
bhtng I t ve urled tlas sab{ s-
f ted ne; Bhe thl:ngs of tht s

uc rl d have onl Y led ne to
des palr 'I I'ooked agaLn end
cffiment,ed Bo mY netghbor how

ur nderful t,tre cloud s re r e
lald ouE l.n nhe heaverls ' As

I s poke r an maatng sense of
peace swepl, over HIe r drawlng
xoe and gen LI Y f II I tng me

wt8h s ffiforf, " I, recatl.ed E

verse ! *I f )Eu bet Leve ln
your hear n snd confee s Je eus
tfl, Bh )nour Bongug r Yo?..r ghall'
be gav€d. " I began Lo doubt
and another verge cime Lo

mlnd I "I m Ehg tday , c,he

Erut,h , and rhe ltfe; no man

eomes Ba uhe Father et<cePt,
t,hrough ME ' 

* To ftnd Cod r I
knew I hsd Eo go rhrough
Je zu o , and mY c onvlc Lion fo r
sln knrfr so real Lhau'I knew

I needed Hle forgJ.vnegs. So

I prayd, *[o rd Jc sus t
please rake thraY mY slns and
efira lnto noY hearr r'Ms
day . " I,r I8I anazirlg . All'
of a sudd€Etr I fe1c, gullu-
le ss and fo rg lv en for al f roy

pagL .
La Ler , I PraYed fo r

Jesue Eo take awEY aY dePen-
dency on drugs. That' Ha s

nfrte years ago, and I hav-
enr E been dependEnB on drugs
or de pro cston msd lcsc lon
s t.nce n Fr aJ. se God ! Fo r " nttom

Ehe $on sers free, shatt be

fr ee lndeed ,'
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MIKE FET{rtI LL

Even t,hough I wa I
ral sed tn a decen c, un tddle-
clase fanlty, I w&s turr
deeply asl a child. Consr
quenuly, I grew up wleh a
Iow s el f- lnage and & o€g-
aulve out^look on llfe.

l{hen ny beer fr tend
lnEroduced oe ro d nrgs r I
thoughu Ehey wor.Ltd solve all
ny pr obl em I . I soon e{rc sPed
che reallrles of lt fe bY
plunglng inBo the h{PPte
c ul Lure : tlaeh n I.SD r c oc{ll,ne ,
spe€d, poLl roek conserggt
pro LeBEs , snd Lhe Peece/tove
mCIvernent. I flunked ouB of,
c oll ege and blew an opPor tu-
nt [y eo plsy bs ecoon trn t,hc
U .S . Aruy Band ' De pressl'on
d rove Ere Bo an a[tenn Pt'ed
su le lde and a vI sL E, to a
psychleLrd.ea. Thte e,an HEs a
Chrl, s rlan and coLd me r'ha u
Je su s wa s r,he .ensE€r uo atl
my probl ens , buf I re Jec r ed
hJ. s advlc e and fu rned , {tt-
s Ee sd , Lo a sesuler Ps lahl-
a f,r ls[ , mood eleva f,o f s r and
Ia ner , f I tg'n u, [,o IlntnLJ' -

In Hanaltr I was a
lone*hl.pple r 8B L[l bound and

desperaEe " FtY FupPll'er n a

black nan whsa tre c alf ed

Sa Lan r c on E,roI led mY l L fe 
"

0f grea ter Lo ffienE I'hsn
rhe dnrgs, Ehough, were rhe

$* Soon#nu'

$rouo .C{nrist


